This study examined the challenges facing markets in the rural areas of Anambra state, Nigeria. This study was carried out to enable one find out the major challenges facing rural markets as central places in Anambra state. The objectives of the study were to: ascertain the nearest -neighbor distance between the markets and to ascertain the major challenges facing the rural markets in the study area. Three hundred and ninety-nine (399) respondents were selected using stratified random sampling technique. The computation was done using t-test, Principal Component Analysis (PCA), Weighted Mean and Nearest-Neighbor Analysis. Analysis using the t-test indicated that the challenges facing the rural markets were significant while the Principal Component Analysis (PCA) indicated that the major challenge facing the market was the high cost of transportation of goods to the markets. The study concluded that the major challenges facing the rural markets limited the contributions of the rural markets to the socio-economic development of the state and therefore recommended that rural market linkages should be given adequate attention by the state and local government. This will be achieved by working in synergy with the various communities and market union organizations to create and maintain link and access roads in major rural markets.
Statement of the Problem
The markets perform essential role as a center for the distribution of manufactured goods and locally produced agricultural and non-agricultural commodities. They are also centers for integrating communities into social and economic systems.
Unfortunately, the conditions of most of the markets in Anambra state are in a state of despair as a result of long standing institutional neglect; the access roads are poorly maintained while water and basic solid waste disposal services are lacking. The consequences being poor marketing network, wastage, underdeveloped agriculture and low income.
An impelling issue, therefore, is that there is need for a thorough understanding of the challenges facing markets so as to draw the attention of the state government to provide relevant logistic and policies, alleviate the challenges facing markets in the state.
Conceptual Framework 4.1 Market
A Market is a recognized medium that allows buyers and sellers of a specific good or service to interact in order to facilitate an exchange. It is also an event or occasion, usually held at regular interval, at which people meet for the purpose of buying and selling of merchandise. The term 'market' according to Holder and Ukwu (2009) is defined as an "authorized public concourse of buyers and sellers of commodities meeting at a place, more or less strictly limited or defined at a particular time". Thus, markets are invaluable socio-economic components of space.
Park (2001) noted that although the importance of markets to national development are unfortunately under estimated, they serve as focal points for communications and entertainment and points for rural evangelism. Vagale (2003) classified markets into two different levels i.e local and regional. At the local level, commodities flow from the rural catchments to an urban node and vice versa, through daily market. At the regional level, rural markets are held at specific intervals to replenish stock of local markets in urban areas. Anthonie (2003) asserted that market places are social centers. According to him, a market place is an avenue for courtship, visit, exchange of ideas and other social activities.
Aim and Objectives
The aim of this study is to examine the challenges facing markets in Anambra state. In order to achieve this aim, the following specific objectives are set:
1. to ascertain the nearest neighbor distance between the markets. 2. to ascertain the major challenges facing the markets.
Methodology
The author adopted the survey research design and the sample size was calculated using Taro Yamane (1967) sample size formula. Three hundred and ninety-nine respondents were selected for the study. A structured questionnaire was constructed and administered to the respondents. The computation was done using t-test and Principle Component Analysis (PCA). The secondary data was collected from official records and the library; while several field study visits were made to obtain first hand information and to collect primary data from the 16 markets.
Journal of Environment and Earth Science www.iiste.org ISSN 2224-3216 (Paper) ISSN 2225-0948 (Online) Vol.9, No.12, 2019 
Discussion 7.1 Challenges Facing Markets in Anambra State
Our field investigation revealed that although markets have existed and contributed to the development of the states, lip-service has been paid to physical infrastructural improvement and maintenance of most of the markets. Most markets are deficient of a proper drainage system, portable water storage facilities and so on (Angmor, 2012) . In spite of thevarious agricultural development efforts by the state and national agencies which have brought about improve crop varieties and animal needs as well as better production techniques, the resultant increase in farm output has not necessarily translate to increase farm income for farmers in the study area. This is most due to lack of adequate market access and other market related factors in the area (Adejobi, Amaza and Ayoola, 2006) .
Our findings revealed that none of the major 16 markets in the study area have portable water, electricity and health facilities, except Afor market Ufuma and Eke market Oko; whose water bore-hole facilities are not functional. The one at Afor market Ufuma was a private investor initiative while the ones at Eke market at Oko and Awgbu were government initiatives.
In terms of revenue collection, our investigation revealed that there was lack of adequate accountability and transparency, lack of adequate logistics for collection of revenue, weak institutional collaboration, lack of professional personnel and weak legal and reputational framework (Godfred, Dinye and Emmanuel, 2015) .
This was due to the fact that various town union groups, including the local government officials were printing revenue receipts and collecting money from the traders.
In general, our investigation reveals that most of the markets have no sufficient organized waste disposal system in the markets; most of the access roads are without drains and in poor condition, while trading on the highway dominates the markets (Adekunle, 2015) . The PCA for the effectiveness of the rural markets can be viewed as being majorly as so; that is, the major role the rural markets render in the area is that they (the rural markets) serve as centre for diffusion of innovations.
Findings
Based on the objectives, the research discovered that;
1. The major challenge facing the markets is high cost of transportation of goods to the markets. 2. Using the nearest-neighbor analysis, it was discovered that the mean nearest neighbor distance for the study area is 2670.39 meters (fig 2) .This depicts efficient locational configuration, since people only have to travel for that distance to get to the nearest market. However, the efficiency of the locational configuration is often constrained by socio-economic distance among other difficulties that limits market integration. 3. Most of the markets are in a deplorable state: no regular source of water supply, no electricity and no efficient solid waste disposal system.
Recommendations
From the findings, the following recommendations are made: 1. Market linkages should be given adequate attention by the state and local government councils. This should be done by them working in synergy with the various towns and markets union organizations to create and maintain link and access roads in the major markets. 2. The local government authorities should educate the traders and participate with them in the regular environmental sanitation in the various major markets in the state. 3. Spirited efforts should be made by the various governmental agencies to establish basic facilities like potable water, access roads and solid waste disposal system .This should be managed by the host communities.
Conclusion
This study has firmly established that there have been numerous challenges facing markets development in Anambra state, and these have limited the contribution of markets to the socio-economic development of the state. The government agencies should be sincere enough in their dealings involving the people: the cases were non-functional bore-holes were sunk and commissioned is very regrettable. A case in point is at Eke Oko and Eke Awgbu Markets.
